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CSSA/CSSC Civil Service 

Dinghy Championships 

A lower entry - but bet-

ter sailing weather - full 

report and results inside. 

Autumn AGMs.  Come 

along to your club/

division AGM this year, 

check out the dates in-

side. 

Obituaries.  Frank 

Walker, CSSA founder 

member and our first 

Rear Commodore Cruis-

ing, and Martyn Blewett, 

the first Captain of 

Portsmouth Offshore 

Group (POG), have died.  

See page 3. 

CSSC Conference 2009 

Read about the CSSC 

Conference on-line at 

www.CSSC.co.uk, also - 

the strategy document. 
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CSORC sails in the Rolex Fastnet 2009 

There can be few offshore races in UK 

waters better known or potentially more 

challenging than the Fastnet.  As the 

Royal Ocean Racing Club (RORC) who 

organise the event, said on their web-

site, with all yachts returning home 

safely: - 

Ȱ 7ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÃÌÕÔÃÈÉÎÇ Á ÐÉÅÃÅ ÏÆ 

silverware or not, all competitors in the 

608 nautical mile race will take with them 

a sense of pride and achievement at com-

pleting the course, which this year was 

ÔÁÃÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÎÇȢ Ȱ 

4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÒÁÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 

two yachts entered had CSORC on 

board!  ɉ3ËÉÐÐÅÒÓȭ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ 0ÁÇÅÓ ΧΨ-15.) 

Trevor Drew ÓËÉÐÐÅÒÅÄ #3/2#ȭÓ ÅÎÔÒÙȟ Á ÃÈÁÒÔÅÒÅÄ 3ÉÇÍÁ ΥΪ Ȱ&ÌÙÉÎÇ &ÏÒÍÕÌÁȱȟ with a full 

crew.   Here they are soon after the start in the sunny Solent. (above left) 

Richard Palmer entered his own yacht, J109 - Ȱ*ÁÎÇÁÄÁ 4ÏÏȱ in the demanding two-

ÈÁÎÄÅÄ ÃÌÁÓÓȢ  ɉÙÅÓȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ - ΤȦɊ  (ÅÒÅȭÓ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ (below) at the Fastnet Rock, with the 

lighthouse behind him, in somewhat more murky weather. 

A new feature, helping those  

ÌÅÆÔ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÁÓÈÏÒÅ ×ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅ 

ÂÌÏÇȱȢ "ÏÔÈ ÖÅÓÓÅÌÓ ÐÏÓÔÅÄ 

news on their on-line blogs 

during the race.  This kept us 

up to date and even included 

pictures of the action such as 

2ÉÃÈÁÒÄȭÓ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÃËȢ 

RORC also had an interactive 

online tracker on their web-

site which showed the posi-

tion (+ course & speed) of 

every yacht taking part.  Just 

the thing for armchair racers 

or concerned loved ones! 
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Whatõs on?  Dates for your Diary. 

AGMs - see details  under the club reports.  

14 November  ECYD @  Ware, Herts  

21 November  CSD @ POG, Gosport, Hants 

28 November  5KSC @ West Kirby, Wirral  

Rallies 

8-11 October  East Coast Autumn Rally  

CSSA 

28 October  General Committee meeting  

  @ Littleton, 19:00  

2010   ECYD celebrate 25 years!  

  IDOR 2010, Dinghy Champs  

 

Copy for Civil Service Sailing -  closing dates 

are usually 20th of the month before  the month 

of publication.  Photos welcome for the magazine 

and general publicity.  Copy in MS Word please 

to civilservicesailing@yahoo.co.uk  Thanks! 

#ÏÍÍÏÄÏÒÅȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ 

A note from our Rear Commodore (Offshore),  

Chris Malone 

Firstly a couple 

of updates on 

Offshore mat-

ters. 

I am very 

pleased that 

Len Creswell 

(5KSC) has 

agreed to be-

come Vice-

Principal of the 

CSSA Sea 

School. 

Skippers having 

medical checks under the ML5 scheme should note that 

the ML5 is ONLY paid for by CSSA for ACTIVE CSSA In-

structors. Please get prior confirmation before incurring 

costs as NO costs will be re-imbursed for new Instruc-

tors training or associated costs unless prior to incurring 

such costs have been approved by Rear Commodore (O) 

(Chris Malone) AND Hon Treasurer (Brian Grubb). 

On a lighter note 

I happened to be listening to the VHF when perchance I 

heard the following exchange: 

)ÓÌÅ ÏÆ 7ÉÇÈÔ #ÁÒ &ÅÒÒÙ ÔÏ 3ÏÌÅÎÔ #ÏÁÓÔÇÕÁÒÄȡ Ȱ! ÐÁÓÓÅÎȤ

ÇÅÒȭÓ ÄÏÇ ÈÁÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÌÅÁÐÔ ÏÖÅÒÂÏÁÒÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

3ÏÌÅÎÔȱȢ 

A few minutes later: 

9ÁÃÈÔ 89: ÔÏ 3ÏÌÅÎÔ #ÏÁÓÔÇÕÁÒÄȡ Ȱ*ÕÓÔ ÒÅÔÒÉÅÖÅÄ Á ÄÏÇ 

ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÌÅÎÔȱȢ 

3ÏÌÅÎÔ #ÏÁÓÔÇÕÁÒÄ ÔÏ 9ÁÃÈÔ 89:ȡ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ ÄÏÇ ÉÓ 

ÉÔȩȱ 

Now, if it had been me on Yacht XYZ.......... 

Happy sailing. 

Chris Malone RC (O) 

--------------------------------------- 

Portsmouth Offshore Group - POG 

POG Developments at Wicor 

You may recall that you were circulated in a previous 

edition of Civil Service Sailing concerning any interest in 

a mooring in the upper reaches of Portsmouth Harbour.  

Much work has been undertaken with this in view. The 

main project still has to get the approval of firstly the 

POG Management Committee and then the POG mem-

bership. However committee approval has been given 

to obtain a dredging licence as a prerequisite of any 

work. To date we have had a depth survey carried out by 

Lymington Technical Services and had sea bed samples 

taken at varying depths down to 1.75 metres below the 

sea bed as required by Cefas using the services of AJ 

Associates of Bristol. These samples are presently being 

analysed by Cefas. Presently a working group is design-

ing the moorings layout in order to comply with the 

wishes of Natural England and other statutory authori-

ties. The recommended design provides for a mix of 29 

pontoon and pile moorings. This is the last area where 

the POG has not fully developed its moorings and is 

therefore the only opportunity we have to provide fur-

ther mooring opportunities for the membership. The 

critical decision to be made if the project is to proceed 

will be how we fund it. We would be interested to hear 

from any CSSA members who are still interested.  

 Mike Finch POG VC Facilities  

m.l.finch@ntlworld.com  
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Frank Walker 

I am sorry to report the 

death on 6th July of 

Frank Walker, who I 

believe to have been 

the last of the Associa-

ÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÓÅÎÉÏÒ ÏÆÆÉȤ

cers.  Frank was a foun-

der member of the 

CSSA and its first Rear-

Commodore Cruising, 

in which capacity he set 

up and chaired the 

Cruising Committee.  

He served in that office until 1963, and then again from 

1970 to 1975.  He was also a prominent member of the 

steering committee which set up Fishers Green SC and, 

with his wife Sheila, remained a strong supporter of that 

club.   Both the CSSA and Fishers Green were repre-

sented at the memorial service for Frank. 

Frank looked every inch a sailor from an old yachting 

magazine, upright in stance and manner, with a sharp 

beard, and often a monocle.  A war-time RNVR officer, 

he dressed smartly, usually with a rose in his button-hole 

and, when in smart sailing gear a white-topped yachting 

cap.  In addition to CSSA yachts, he loved sailing on an 

ÅÌÄÅÒÌÙ ÓÌÏÏÐ Ȱ"ÒÕÎÅÔÔÅȱȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ 

for some years, and regarded his outboard as a device to 

be used only in dire emergency.  By profession, he was a 

barrister, serving in HM Customs & Excise, and was very 

precise with words.  He set high standards, the results of 

×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÔ ×ÈÅÎȟ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 

annual cruising laying-up supper, he reviewed entries for 

the Cruising Log Cup which he had donated.  Skippers 

who had, for example, recorded departing their moor-

ings without starting the engine or setting sails, let alone 

more serious short-comings, were given short shrift.  

One of his interests was heraldry, and his expertise was 

demonstrated in the proper description of the Associa-

ÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÂÕÒÇÅÅȢ 

In its early days, the Association attracted into member-

ship civil servants who were already keen sailors - of 

which Frank was undoubtedly one, and a substantial 

number who, like me, were quite new to the sport.   A 

number of meetings were held in London at which a few 

of those in the first category spoke about (most often) 

offshore cruising to the uninitiated.  My first memories 

of Frank include him addressing such meetings, explain-

ing things in simple terms, and with a dry sense of hu-

mour, then answering questions.  Some questions were 

seemingly technical and others more elementary, such 

ÁÓ Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ) ÇÏ ÃÒÕÉÓÉÎÇȟ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ) ×ÅÁÒ Á ÓËÉÒÔ ÏÒ ÔÒÏÕȤ

ÓÅÒÓȩȱ ÆÒÏÍ Á ËÅÅÎ ×ÉÆÅȢ  7ÉÔÈ Á ÓÍÉÌÅ ÈÅ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÔȟ 

when mooring against a harbour wall, as a crew mem-

ber, she might be expected to climb a good few feet up 

a ladder carrying a line while the skipper or other crew 

ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÄÄÅÒ ÂÅÌÏ×Ȣ  Ȱ)Æ ÙÏÕ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÔÏ 

wear a skirt, madam, I, and every other sailor afloat, 

×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÈÉÇÈÌÙ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔÅÄȢȱ  ! ÇÏÏÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÅÁÒÌÙ 

members had Frank to thank for their greater knowl-

edge and understanding of sailing, and what the CSSA 

had to offer. 

P.J.C. 

Martyn Blewett  

Martyn Blewett, the first Captain of the Portsmouth Off-

shore Group, died on the 8th July this year at the age of 

94.  

For some years prior to the establishment of the Group 

as a Division of the Civil Service Sailing Association there 

had been an active Sailing Section of the Portsmouth 

Area Civil Service Sports and Social Club, in which Joe 

Mardell was a leading figure. 

In 1965 the General Committee of the CSSA asked Mar-

tyn to set up a group at Portsmouth to train members of 

the CSSA in offshore sailing. The obvious move was to 

base this group around the existing section and so the 

Portsmouth Offshore Group was formed in 1965 with 

Martyn as Branch Captain and Joe as Secretary.  

Martyn was instrumental in securing funding from the 

#ÉÖÉÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ 3ÐÏÒÔÓ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÉÎ ΣΫΩΡ ÆÏÒ Ȱ0ÒÅÃÅÄÅÎÔȱȟ ÔÈÅ 

first of the many boats since owned and operated by the 

CSSA, although operation of this fleet later moved to 

separate Divisions.  

Before leaving the Group in 1970 (he later returned) Mar-

tyn opened negotiations with the dockyard about the 

possibility of land being made available adjacent to 

Royal Clarence Yard for use as a sailing base.  

Although no longer involved in the running of the Group, 

Martyn maintained a close interest to the end in the de-

velopment of our facilities. The last time I saw him at the 

Centre he expressed great satisfaction at how things 

had evolved way beyond everyone's wildest dreams at 

the start.  

M.C. 
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CSSC Dinghy Championships 2009 

29 boats assembled at Netley Cliff SC on 18-19 April for the 

2009 Civil Service Sports Council Dinghy Championships, 

organised by the Civil Service Sailing Association.  The en-

try was, disappointingly, reduced from the previous two 

years; the wind, on the other hand, was rather the oppo-

site!  This enabled those who had made the journey to re-

flect that those who had stayed away had missed some 

great sailing. 

For the first time, HM Forces had been invited to partici-

pate in this event, and a single brave soul from the RAF 

Sailing Association showed up with his Contender.  This, as 

will be seen, turned out to be a good decision. 

As in the previous 

two years, Fishers 

Green SC provided 

the Principal Race 

Officer and Re-

sults team.  The 

PRO, Dave Beer, 

arrived as usual 

with laminated 

course diagrams 

for each boat, and 

promptly declared 

that Course A 

would be used for 

the first race.  The course, with two windward legs con-

nected by a long port-hand reach, made best use of the 

available room with the force 4 wind blowing more or less 

directly across Southampton Water. 

4ÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒ ÍÉØÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÁÎÄȟ ÉÆ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÈÏÎÅÓÔȟ ÁÂÉÌÉȤ

ties was in evidence.  No single class dominated the en-

tries, but there were enough Solos, RS200s and Lasers to 

provide those classes with some like-for-like comparisons.  

Several incidents with failing equipment forced retire-

ments shortly before and after the start. 

Ed Presley (RAFSA) set off smartly into the lead, closely 

pursued by Martin Hughes (Warsash SC) in the Finn, 

holder of the 2008 Overall trophy, and then Tim Riley and 

Lucy Faulds (Littleton SC) in Fireball 14182.  The front of 

the fleet remained very much like this right through to the 

finish, with the Contender first across the line but with the 

Finn first on corrected time.   

Lunch intervened, during which the wind backed to WSW 

and retained its strength, making the space available for 

upwind and downwind legs even shorter.  The PRO set 

Course C, a fiendish variant on Course A involving two al-

most equal up-

wind legs and a 

reach that cut 

clean across the 

first leg.  Once 

again Presley in 

the Contender 

shot ahead 

closely pursued 

by Riley/Faulds in 

the Fireball and 

then Hughes in 

the Finn.  All ap-

peared to be going well for the two leaders until they 

reached the fourth (second windward) mark.  Presley led 

the way round this to port, followed by the Fireball; unfor-

ÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ Á ÓÔÁÒÂÏÁÒÄ ÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÍÁÒËȣ 

Hughes kept his head and the courage of his convictions, 

rounding the mark to starboard, and the rest of the fleet 

followed his example ɀ those, that is, that were still in the 

race and not being rescued from a lee shore.  On corrected 

ÔÉÍÅÓȟ &ÉÓÈÅÒȭÓ 'ÒÅÅÎȭÓ !ÌÁÎ "ÉÓÈÏÐ ɉ,ÁÓÅÒ 2ÁÄÉÁÌɊ ÁÎÄ 

Steve Conroy (Solo) gained second and third places. 

The third race, using the same course, got under way at 

ΣΧȡΥΧ ×ÉÔÈȟ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÇÕÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÔȟ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÅÎÄÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÄ 

once more, chased by Fireball, Finn and, this time, also by 

ÁÎ 23ΤΡΡ ÓÁÉÌÅÄ ÂÙ 0ÁÕÌ ÁÎÄ *ÕÌÉÅ 2ÁÙÓÏÎ ɉ&ÉÓÈÅÒȭÓ 'ÒÅÅÎ 

SC). The eventual placings were Presley, Hughes and the 

Raysons, with by now 10 boats showing DNC, DNS or DNF; 

exhaustion and/or gear failures had taken their toll. 

At the end of the first day, Martin Hughes was leading 

from Alan Bishop and Steve Conroy, the DNF awarded to 

Ed Presley having seriously dented his aggregate position 

despite having led the fleet for most of the day.      

Saturday was rounded off in traditional Netley Cliff style 

with a hog roast and live music; luckily the band comprised 

of only two people, so the music could be enjoyed inside 

the clubhouse, well away from the squally weather . 

Sunday dawned to a strengthening force 4-5 westerly that 

just kept building.  10:30 saw the first start using Course A 

again; the wind by this time firmly settled into force 5 gust-

ing 7 and with two Lasers capsized near the pin end of the 

start line, it was clearly going to be an interesting day for 

the safety crews.  A by now familiar pattern developed:  

Contender, Fireball and Finn in the lead.  The Contender 

soon capsized approaching the first windward mark and 

was overtaken by the Fireball.  A procession of retire-

ments approached the beach in varying ɉ#ÏÎÔȭÄ 0ÁÇÅ ήɊ

Ed Presley of RAFSA, the overall winner 

Alex Allan presents the Enterprise Trophy to 

Martin & Heidi Vinson of Littleton SC 
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Fishers Green Sailing Club 

Fishers Green Celebrates 10 years of Cadet sailing 

Last weekend (20/21 June) Fishers Green Sailing Club, a 

Volvo RYA Champion Club, located at Holyfield Lake in 

the Lee Valley, celebrated a fantastic and very successful 

10 years of Cadet sailing at the club.  The Cadet fleet has 

produced Cadet national champions, 420 European 

champions and even round the world off shore racers!  

The weekend was a great success, seeing all ages repre-

sented from 3-4 year old children up to the oldies. Chil-

dren of all ages got involved with dragon boat racing 

(which was very wet!!), a very competitive ex-#ÁÄÅÔÓȭ 

race, treasure hunts and football matches before a BBQ 

and some very bad karaoke by the squadron captain and 

certain ex-Cadet!!  There were also some guests, ex-

Cadet families who turned up, which was great to see.  

The Cadet fleet at FGSC is flourishing and one of the larg-

est in the country, a big thanks to the Lee Valley Park, 

the volunteers at the club, the parents, members and 

everyone else who has helped make Fishers Green Cadet 

Squadron a friendly, warm and great family environ-

ment; and to the club itself for taking us in 10 long years 

ÁÇÏȢ  4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȟ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÈÏÐÅ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎȤ

other successful and fun 10 years at FGSC. 

Sam Brearey 

More FGSC News 

Fishers Green sailors have had a good summer at various 

championships as well as at home. Our lake has suffered 

somewhat from the dreaded Canadian Waterweed, but 

we have still managed a full racing program for those 

ÎÏÔ ȰÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÒÃÕÉÔȱȢ  3Ï ÆÁÒ ÏÕÒ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄȡ 

We retained the Littleton Bell at the CSSC Dinghy Cham-

pionships at Netley in hard and trying winds that were a 

considerable contrast to the conditions that have at-

tended the Netley event in recent years. To finish a race 

that weekend was a victory in itself; to come well up the 

fleet a bonus! 

Sophie Dingwall, crewed by Chris Sycamore ɀ 2nd and 

Will Kennedy and Rhos Hawes 10th in the Cadet Europe-

ans at Almeria . A contingent of six FGSC Cadet crews 

went to Spain , one of the larger UK club contingents. At 

the time of writing, part way through the Cadet UK Na-

tionals at Pwllheli, FGSC Cadet Squadron has three boats 

in the top ten overall and FGSC representation at the 

Cadet World Championships in Argentina later this year 

looks certain.  

3ÏÐÈÉÅ $ÉÎÇ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÐÏÉÇÎÁÎÔ ÂÅȤ

cause she is sailing the Cadet dinghy that her Dad, Brett, 

built when he was fifteen, rediscovered years later and 

restored for Sophie while he was being treated for can-

cer, from which he is happily now in remission. 

The FGSC contingent at Salcombe YC Regatta was also in 

good form, with Alan Bishop 1st overall in the Laser Ra-

dial fleet and Brian Conroy and Barrie Ashwell winning in 

the Wineglass. Other FGSC representatives were 5th in 

the RS200 (Paul and Julie Rayson) and 6th in the Solos 

(Steve Conroy). 

The final result just in is that Vince Horey of FGSC, 

crewed by Rob Gardner has won the Fireball Europeans 

at La Rochelle. 

Not bad for a little pond club! 

Alan Francis 


